SULZBACHER

HOUSING « HEALTHCARE « HOPE
November 8, 2021

Florida Housing Finance Corporation By email: jean.salmonsen@floridahousing.org
c/o Ms. Jean Salmonsen

227 North Bronough Street, Suite 5000

Tallahassee, Florida 32301

Re: Public Comment to proposed Rules and Request for Application 2022-103

Dear Ms. Salmonsen:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed RFA 2022-103 Housing Credit and SAIL
Financing to Develop Housing for Homeless Persons.

By way of background information, Sulzbacher is Northeast Florida’s largest provider of comprehensive
services for the homeless. Today we provide housing to over 400 men, women and children.

The Florida Housing Finance Corporation (“FHFC”) previously provided tax credit, SAIL and other
financing through its Request for Application (“RFA”) for Homeless Housing to the Sulzbacher Village for
Women & Families (“Sulzbacher Village”), located at 5455 Springfield Avenue in Jacksonville. The
Sulzbacher Village opened in May 2018 and provides 70 deeply affordable, permanent housing units; 36
emergency units for women and families in crisis; eight women veterans’ units; and eight medical
respite units for women being discharged from the hospital. Sulzbacher Village is a national model for
ending homelessness for women and families that, in addition to housing, provides healthcare (primary,
vision, behavioral, dental and developmental screenings), a therapeutic early learning center, an after
school children’s program, and job readiness and placement services. Sulzbacher Village was designated
a HUD “EnVision Center” in November 2019 and has received numerous other awards.

FHFC has recently released the final RFA 2022-103 with specific Funding Goals for medium and large
county applications in the Central Florida Region and Tampa Bay Region. We believe that the Central
Florida Region should be replaced with the North Florida Region, given the result from the Homeless
RFA in the previous year. Alternatively, the North Florida Region should be added as an additional
Funding Goal for the 2022 Homeless RFA.

Earlier this year, Florida Housing funded two applications under RFA 2021-103 Housing Credit and SAIL
financing for Homeless Persons. Below are FHFC’s funding goals from RFA 2021-103. The highest-ranking
application selected first was a Miami-Dade application located in the South Region. As a result, a large
county applicant in the North Florida region was not able to be funded. The second application that was
funded was from Brevard County in the Central Region, since there were no medium county applications
submitted in the North Florida Region. We understand that FHFC rotates the funding goal regions each
year based on the goals from the previous year. However, since a Central Florida region application was
funded last year, we feel that it is only fair to modify the 2022 funding goals to reflect the two regions
that were not funded under RFA 2021-103.
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1, Goals

a A goal to fund one Application that sefected and qualiied as a Mon-Profit Application
. A poal 1o fend one Application Fetated i the Nocth Flonida Reglon.

€. & goal 1o fund ane Application facated in the South Region.

. A gl T Turd dne Application tocated mod Mediom County.

@ A goal o fund one Application fptated in a Large County,

5. The Funding Selection Process
. Fest Application wolected doy turding

1% ihe first Appdoraticn selected for funding will be the highest renbing elgoie
Apicasans prapadaag 3 Devslopemnent that o lcared in the Moroh Fharga ot
Louth Region that gualifies for the Nonsfrofit Appacation Goal,

121 o Chastd are i eligible Applicatsand that gualily for thie Moa-Prodit Appitatisn
Goal located i the Nosth Florida or Sauth Regeon, then the first Appticatian that
walt b setedtad dir funaag will i the highast ranking eligdle foe-praks
Applicatsnm st in the Norn Florda ar South Regian,

tr Lecond Apphcation selected dor funting

11] Fl Lhe fpptication ThAl wis selecied for fundng m o sBowe mas the Medm
Coangy and Narth Finoda Regeon Fundng Goals, the seoand Application seipoed
fie tuodg et e g Linge County Apphiatan i he South Begioa

H the Applicatian 1hat was seleried for funding in g afgve met tha Mednim
County and Soutt Beglor Funding Gaals, e second Applicatiar selected far
furdivag wnll e a Large County Applcanon in the North Florsda Regioa

e
A

[E} H the dppheation that was wesecied for funding ir o abode med the Large County
ang Worth Flarida Regien Furding Goals, 1he second Agplicatoon setectod for
furdieng wil Be g Medivm Caunty Agplaation m Lhe South Regaon

14} Bf the fopplicatian that was sesected for funding in . aboes med the Large Coanty

and South Region Funding Goass, the second Apglcation selecred for funng
will b g Medivm Courily Applical-ar m the Rarth Florda Begien.

Please contact me if you would like to discuss this issue in further detail.
Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely, _
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Cindy Funkhouser
President and CEO



